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Message from the President of

the ESP
By Prof. Peter Schirmacher

Dear ESP mem-

bers,

It is a great pleas-
ure and also a tre-

mendous  obliga-

tion for me to take
over the presidency
of ESP from AleS Ryska; I also want to thank
again the selection committee and espe-
cially the members for the trust in me. I can
assure you that I will do everything possible

to support the flourishing of ESP.

ESP is in great shape and well-positioned to
tackle the many challenges and needs we
are facing. Our finances are solid and man-
aged with high competence and allow us to
pursue the projects we have decided on. We
have recovered well from the Corona crisis
and have not only resumed the preceding
activities, but also started new educational
and structural activities since then. We are
looking back to two extremely successful
European Congresses of Pathology (ECP): in
Basel (2022) and Dublin (2023) with very
interesting programmes, highly positive
feedback and record-breaking participants
numbers. And within one year (2022) mem-
ber numbers of ESP have risen by an unbe-

lievable 22%! This proves three important

aspects: ESP is needed and addresses the
right questions; we are on the right track
and the current status is a fantastic
achievement. We cannot underestimate
these unparalleled achievements so from
my side a big thank you to all who have con-

tributed to this success.

What is the agenda for my presidency?
First of all: continuity; the successful track
and our long-term strategy will be followed
and further developed. But in addition, the
agenda is full, the needs and challenges are
manyfold. Self-sufficient resting on the out-
lined success would inevitably result in fu-
ture decline and we have to look ahead and
actively pursue our goals and identify the
challenges:

e Pathology is facing many external
challenges. Coronavirus, the eco-
nomic crisis and the war in Ukraine
have also affected the medical sys-
tem and daily Pathology work. ESP
will do everything possible to ad-
dress the resulting issues. In addi-
tion, many countries and Pathologies
face shortage of qualified personnel
and resources and are increasingly
weighted down by administrative
and regulatory burden. To take up
these challenges, develop solutions,
support and develop activities ad-
dressing these shortages will be nec-

essary.
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With ESP growing and Pathology be-
coming more and more interdiscipli-
nary, its impact and outreach is in-
creasing in many ways. We have to
be present in clinical societies,
guidelines and political decision
making to secure the impact of Pa-
thology in the future and this will
take enormous efforts. ESP has be-
come a global player in Pathology;
specific contacts with other societies
outside Europe, developing coun-
tries and attractiveness for
Pathologists worldwide have become
increasingly important.

But our view should not be too far
into the distance. While our activities
are highly successful, we note signif-
icant differences in outreach, needs
and response at the European level;
to address these differences with a
,closing the gaps' programme will be
high on the agenda.

Education and training at all levels is
in the centre of ESP activities. Our
Education Subcommittee has been a
stronghold and new activities, such
as the European Society of Pathol-
ogy Academy (ESPA), webinars and
recently Masterclass courses have
been organised with great success.
The European School of Pathology
(EScoP) has been rejuvenated in a
new setting and the Pathology Pro-

gress Test and Giordano Fellowship

programme are thriving. Finally, a

new Scholarship has been launched
in 2023: the ESP Scholarship for the
European Master in Molecular Pa-
thology. These activities will grow
significantly, and the new Education
Subcommittee under the lead of Ca-
tarina Eloy will come up with new
concepts to chart novel territories.

e Pathology is a leading science-driven
medical discipline, we define disease
and diagnostics, and our translation
times are the shortest in medicine.
Thus, scientific and translation activ-
ities are essential for our innovative
potential and even our diagnostic fu-
ture; neglect of research would de-
prive us of our unique potentials.
Therefore, I will personally empha-
size to further increase the impact of
research in our activities, working
groups and training as well as con-
gress activities. Especially molecular
and computational pathology are
drivers of this development, and you
will see significant strategic activities

in these areas.

These goals should not only be shaped by
the Executive Committee and the President
but at all levels and by all members. We had
a highly successful Strategy Meeting in
2019 and the results of the strategy-finding
process have contributed to our success and
are still followed. Nevertheless, the world,

Pathology and ESP have changed in the last
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four years and are not the same anymore.
Therefore, in 2024, we will see a significant
update of our strategy process, and this will
not only involve the different committees of
the ESP, but our membership at large. Al-
ready at this point I urge you as ESP mem-
bers to stay tuned and contribute your ideas

to actively shape your future ESP.

These many activities need competent and
reactive support. Our administrative team,
led by Raed Al Dieri, our Director General,
is doing a fantastic job and has grown sig-
nificantly with the challenges such as edu-
cation and training (Christos Poulios) and fi-
nancial management (Michelle Mi) just to
name a few. Many more aspects, such as
our Working Groups, Quality Assurance as
well as regulatory, guideline and outreach
activities require competent support. By
this we have outgrown the current office
site at Rue Bara, and we will move to an
already selected, new and better-equipped

location in Brussels.

These are in brief only some of the concepts
and projects we will tackle and realise in the
upcoming years. The most important mes-
sage is: itis all for providing the best service
and optimal perspective for you, our mem-
bers, and Pathology, as our fantastic and
beloved profession. Despite all crisis and

challenges we are looking towards a bright

future, and it is up to us to realise our po-
tentials. Let us all work together to shape
the ESP and Pathology of the future!

Best wishes

Peter Schirmacher, ESP President

We wish all ESP Members
a very happy International
Pathology Day!

Message from the Editor
By Prof. Marta Cohen

Dear members of the ESP, friends and col-

leagues:

It is for us a great honour to have been ap-
pointed as Editor and Associate Editor of the
ESP Newsletter. We are grateful to our pre-
decessors, Prof Marina Kos (Croatia) and
Prof Carolin Lackner (Austria), who helped
enormously to make a smoother transition

of the editorial team.

Our very first newsletter will come in time
to celebrate the International Pathology Day
on 8 November 2023. This is a worldwide
celebration devoted to recognising the cru-
cial role of pathology in healthcare and

medical science and to raise awareness
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about the impact of pathology on diagnosis,

treatment, and research.

We look forward to keeping ESP Newsletter
readers informed about ECP, conferences,
courses and events as well as book reviews,
top articles published in Virchow’s Archives

and interesting interviews.

Introducing the Editorial Team:

Editor:

Prof. Marta C Cohen OBE, MD, FRCPath.
Honorary Professor. University of Sheffield
Consultant Paediatric Pathologist. Head of
Department and Clinical Director Sheffield
Children’s NHS FT. Sheffield.

Academic Lead for Paediatric and Perinatal
Pathology, Royal College of Pathologists UK

Prof Marta C Cohen, born in Argentina, is a
Paediatric and Perinatal Pathologist. She
moved to the UK two decades ago and,
since then, has been involved with national
and international organisations, both in ed-
ucational, advisory and/or leadership roles.
These include: secretary and Chair of the
Paediatric and Perinatal Pathology working
group (2010-2014), Past President of IPPA

(International Paediatric Pathology Associa-
tion: 2016-2018), IPPA Course Director
(2014-2018,2022), Giordano Fellowship Di-
rector in Paediatric Pathology European So-
ciety of Pathology (2015-), ICCR (2019-);
Academic Lead and Examiner of the Paedi-
atric/Perinatal SAC RCPath (2019-), Scien-
tific Advisory Group Lullaby Trust, Academic
Advisory Board, Academy of Forensic Sci-
ences , and Sudden Unexplained Death in
Childhood Foundation UK amongst other
roles. She has recently been elected Vice
President of the Royal College of
Pathologists and will be responsible for

Learning.

She has co-authored more than 160 publi-
cations and books in her field of expertise

and is devoted to post-graduate education.

Associate Editor:

Prof. Falko Fend Head, Institute of Pathol-
ogy und Neuropathology. Acting Chair, De-
partment of Diagnostic Laboratory Medicine
Reference Centre for Hematopathology Tu-
bingen University Hospital, Germany

Prof. Falko Fend was born in Austria, where

he received his postgraduate training. After
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a research fellowship with E. Jaffe at the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, Bethesda, he
worked as Associate Professor of Pathology
at the Technical University Munich, Ger-
many, until he moved to his current posi-
tion. His main clinical and research focus is
haematopathology including genetics and
biology of lymphoma and the advancement

of diagnostic molecular pathology.

He has been involved in educational, advi-
sory and leadership roles in national and in-
ternational professional societies and grant
agencies, including: Chairman of the Euro-
pean Bone Marrow Working Group, member
of the Executive Boards of the German So-
ciety of Pathology and the European Associ-
ation for Haematopathology and member of
the Advisory board and Council (2023-) of
the European Society of Pathology. He has
co-authored more than 450 publications
and book chapters with a focus on haemato-

pathology.

Message from the Secretary
By Prof. Janina Kulka

More than a
month has passed
since the ECP in
Dublin when we
celebrated the
60th anniversary
of ESP. I believe

you share my enthusiasm about the 35th
ECP, which was an extremely successful
congress in every sense. Regarding the
number of participants, this was the largest
congress ESP has ever had: 4436 delegates
attended the Dublin congress. We had reg-
istrations from 94 countries and US was the
third country regarding the number of dele-
gates, with 207 American colleagues pre-
sent in Dublin. Switzerland - host of last
year's ECP - was present with 161 dele-
gates, and our host Ireland with 147 partic-
ipants. Two hundred eighty-six bursaries
were provided by ESP, 20 industry sympo-
sia were held, and we had 86 exhibitors pre-
sent. We had an excellent scientific pro-
gramme, including a very wide range of
presentations and posters from classical
morphology through molecular pathology to
opportunities provided by computational

pathology and AL

Those who participated in the anniversary
quiz learned many details about the early
years and the long history of the 60-year-
old ESP. I hope everyone enjoyed the game
and those who won the prize (either an ESP
anniversary mug or an ESP anniversary T-
shirt, and the very bests free ESP member-
ship for 2024) will always remember the ju-

bilee congress in Dublin.

Prof. Louise Burke and her team were won-
derful hosts in Dublin, providing a very wel-

coming atmosphere. All of us attending the
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congress are very grateful for being wel-
comed in such a warm way.
The ESP booth was busy all the time during
the congress. Many selfies and photos were
taken, which are now visible in many partic-

ipants’ social media platforms.

The Dublin jubilee congress was also im-
portant because ESP membership elected
the President Elect for the years 2025-27 as
well as six new Council members for the pe-
riod of 2023-2027 and elected the Treasurer
of the Society for the next four years. Profs.
Irene Esposito, Ronald de Krijger, Carolin
Lackner, José Palacios Calvo, Gitta Turowski
and Marina Kos had been active members
of the Council for four years and their term

ended in September this year.

The President Elect is Prof. Xavier Ma-
tias-Guiu, Professor of Pathology at the
University of Barcelona and Chair of the De-
partment of Pathology of University Hospital
Arnau de Villanova of Lleida and University
Hospital of Bellvitge, Barcelona. He is Past
President of the Spanish Society of Pathol-
ogy. He has been serving ESP as Chair of
the Educational Subcommittee in the last
two years and initiated the reform of EScoP

courses.

During the General Assembly Prof. Maria
Rosaria Raspollini was re-elected as
Treasurer of ESP for a second 4-year term.
various

Following  nominations  from

sources, the new Council members (in al-
phabetical order) are:

Dr Miriam Cuatrecasas from Barcelona,
Spain is Associate Professor of the Faculty
of Medicine of University of Barcelona. Her

special interest is GI pathology.

Prof. Caterina Eloy from Porto, Portugal is
head of the Pathology Laboratory of
IPATIMUP and affiliated Professor of Medical
Faculty of the University of Porto. Her spe-
cial interest is endocrine pathology and
computational pathology. She is the re-
cently nominated Chair of the Educational
Subcommittee of ESP.

Prof. Roger Feakins from London, UK is
Consultant Histopathologist and Professor
of Pathology at the Royal Free London NHS
Trust, and he is elected member of the
Royal College of Pathologists. His special
field is GI pathology to which he contributed
greatly in national and international scien-

tific and professional organisations.

Prof. Falko Fend from Tlibingen, Germany
is Professor of Pathology, Head of the De-
partment of General and Molecular Pathol-
ogy and Pathological Anatomy and also of
the Reference Centre for Hematopathology
of University Hospital of Tibingen. His main
fields of interest are hematopathology, mo-
lecular pathology and breast pathology.

Prof. Renate Kain from Vienna, Austria is
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Professor of Pathology, Head of the Depart-
ment of Pathology at Medical University Vi-
enna. She is the Past President of the Aus-
trian Society of Pathology. Her main interest

are renal pathology and immune pathology.

Prof. Arno van Lenders from Rotterdam,
The Netherlands is Associate Professor of
Pathology and Director of the Pathology res-
idency programme at Erasmus Medical Cen-

ter. His main field is urogenital pathology.

Ending his 4-year term as Chair of the Ad-
visory Board, Prof. Marco Santucci will be
followed in this position by Prof. Dina
Tiniakos, former President of ESP. Prof.
Ales Ryska, as immediate Past President,
will continue serving ESP as Chair of the
Working Groups following Prof. Holger

Moch in this position.

Congratulations to all newly elected Offic-

ers, Chairs and Council members!

Last but not least, we have new Editor and
Associate Editor of the Newsletter:
Prof. Marta Cohen and Prof. Falko Fend,
respectively, will be responsible for updat-
ing ESP membership about the Society’s im-
portant news and events.
After the General Assembly in Dublin, Prof.
Peter Schirmacher demitted office as

President Elect and became President of

ESP. We all wish him good luck and suc-
cessful work for the benefit of the European
Society of Pathology.

ESP is grateful for all those Officers, Chairs
and Council members who demitted office
this year and who contributed considerably
to the increasing influence and success of
ESP. A special thanks goes to Prof. Ales
Ryska who tirelessly devoted time and en-
ergy to ESP and whose wise and efficient
leadership considerably strengthened the
position of our Society which is today the
largest, most respected and most influential

European pathology organisation.

Prof. Janina Kulka, Secretary of ESP

News from Education Subcom-

mittee
By Prof. Catarina Eloy

: It is remarkable
' the tremendous
increment on
ESP educational
activities rec-

orded during the

last years. Reply-
ing to the needs of
the members and addressing the challenges
presented to pathologists, ESP has tailored
a broad educational programme which is di-
verse, adaptable to the individual possibili-

ties (online, hybrid & live) and sustained
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over time, allowing a continuous support
and respective certification (CME credits) to
members, from the first year of residency to

senior level.

For four years now, I have been member of
the ESP Education Subcommittee (EDU-
COM) and engaged with past Chairs, Prof.
Peter Schirmacher and Prof. Xavier Matias-
Guiu, and remaining members (Prof. Fred
Bosman, Prof. Andrzej Marszalek, Prof.
Anna Batistatou, Prof. Helmut Hopfer, Dr
Read Al Dieri and Dr Alexandra Vilaia), in
supporting the development of the educa-
tional programme of ESP. The dedicated
work of all of them has been capital in
strengthening the programme that is now
available to all ESP members. Truly remark-
able has also been the work of Dr Christos
Poulios, the versatile and charismatic Edu-
cation Manager, in maintaining this busy
education activity at a regular and success-

ful pace.

My name is Catarina Eloy and, since the Eu-
ropean Congress of Pathology (ECP) 2023,
I am the new Chair of the EDUCOM.

For the near future, we intend to increase
the support to the already established
ESPeducational strategy, in its different mo-
dalities, promoting maintaining of the qual-
ity of the events and stable organisational
design. Simultaneously, two long-term

awareness programmes have already been

conceived to transversely influence the ed-
ucational interactions. The “IvPathol-
ogy” awareness programme intents to pro-
mote cohesiveness of the community, in-
creasing the number of pathologists and re-
vitalising the image of the pathologist. In
line with the ESP mission, the other aware-
ness programme, called “ESP Towards
Precision Medicine”, intents to reinforce
the idea that only educated pathologists,
supported by updated technology, may sig-

nificantly contribute to better patient care.

Here, we share with you the agenda of the
educational programme for next months in
its different modalities.

The ESP Pathology Progress Test is one
of the most successful educational activities
and its next edition is scheduled for late No-
vember - early December 2023. We expect
very broad participation from pathologists
worldwide, overcoming last year’s participa-
tion numbers: more than 880 participants
from 70 countries took part in 2022.
Webinars are still one of the favourite ed-
ucational activities of ESP members. ESP
Working Groups maintain their wish to keep
organising these to-the-point on-line ses-
sions, and we expect to soon announce a
new case-based discussion type of webinars
to start early 2024. The European School
of Pathology (EScoP) courses have al-
ready had two successful editions this year

and we will have one more (thyroid and par-
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athyroid pathology) on 15th-17th Novem-
ber 2023 in Krakow, Poland. Early next
year, on 16th-18th January, EScoP course
on gynaecopathology will take place in Bar-
celona, Spain. After the success of the
breast pathology Masterclass held last
June at ESP headquarters, a new Master-
class course on soft tissue pathology is
scheduled for 26th-27th January 2024 in

Brussels.

The ESP educational portal deserves a
visit. ESP members can find the announce-
ments of future activities, revisit the past
ones (including recorded Webinars and
cases presented in previous editions of the
ECP), and have access to the Preceptor-
ship programme (now with 4 cancer mod-
els and 2 more to be released by the end of
2023), and the Kansas Histopathology

Cases monthly challenge.

ESP is actively supporting early-career
pathologists. Almost 200 abstract-based
bursaries were awarded at ECP 2023. In
September, ESP announced the 19 award-
ees for the 2024 edition of the Giordano
Fellowship who will receive sub-specialty
training in one of the Advanced Training
Centres (ATC) of ESP. ESP has also estab-
lished a new scholarship for attending the
European Master in Molecular Pathol-
ogy (EMMP), organised by the University

Cote d'Azur in Nice, France. For the first Edi-
tion, 8 students have been granted the ESP
Scholarship for EMMP.

The next ESP Academy (ESPA) is being
scheduled for May 2024.

Besides this extensive and generous sup-
port to the new generation of pathologists,
ESP is also maintaining past awardees ac-
tive as a solid community. In 2023, the ESP
Alumni has been formally formed and now
includes more than 60 past ESP awardees

who agreed to join on volunteer basis.

We are grateful to count on the contribution
of a renewed EDUCOM team that will help
to support and refresh the numerous edu-
cational activities. The following distinct
EDUCOM members are joining Dr Poulios
and me: Dr Raed Al Dieri (ESP Director Gen-
eral, Belgium), Prof. Fabio Pagni (Italy),
Prof. Irene Esposito (Germany), Prof. Lara
Pijuan (Spain), Prof. Ali Khurram (UK), Prof.
Ambrogio Fassina (Italy) and Dr Alexandra
Vilaia (Chair of the ESP Trainee Subcommit-
tee, Romania). Together, we hope to con-
tinue to dynamise the educational activities
of ESP following the standards of excellence

traditionally associated with our Society.

Please do not forget to celebrate the Inter-
national Pathology Day with us on the 8th

November!

Your contribution is precious. Please share

your comments and suggestions with us.
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Message from the ESP Trainee

Subcommittee
By Dr Alexandra Vilaia and Dr Pui-Yuen Lee

Dear fellow Trainees and Senior members of
ESP,

The 35th European Congress of Pathology in
Dublin, Ireland, was an incredible event,
whether you were able to join us in person
or virtually. We sincerely hope that you
found the sessions and scientific pro-
gramme as engaging as we did. Firstly, we
want to extend our heartfelt congratulations
to all the trainees who actively participated
and presented their exceptional work during
#ESPCongress.

The Trainee Subcommittee had an eventful
time during the congress, starting with our
vibrant social gathering on Sunday evening
at the lively BrewDog Outpost Dublin. Train-
ees from various corners of Europe and be-
yond came together for an enjoyable bingo
night. We were thrilled to host esteemed

pathologists, and we hope you had the

chance to forge valuable connections with

both experts and peers.

BrewDog
Outpost Dublin

At Trainees General Assembly, we marked
the 60th anniversary of ESP by a captivating
round table discussion featuring two es-
teemed past presidents, Prof. Fatima Car-
neiro and Prof. Fred Bosman, instrumental
in shaping the modern trajectory of the or-
ganisation.

The insightful dialogue encompassed a ret-
rospective exploration of significant mile-
stones within the ESP, the challenges con-

fronted and the impact of their innovative
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ideas on the organisation's contemporary
landscape. Additionally, the session shed
light on the pivotal role of mentorship in

both ESP and professional development.

Joint session with the Advisory Board and Education
Subcommittee

the pivotal role of pathology as the vital link

between scientific research and clinical

practice, emphasizing its unique position in

Trainees General Assembly

translating cutting-edge scientific discover-

o Zue NrEC ey eff Comgiess, W PRl ies into tangible medical applications. Par-

pridee) G B CsREing ol Seeslen iy fi ticipants gained valuable insights into the

ESP Advisory Board and Education Subcom-
mittee, titled "Setting the Stage for the Fu-

contemporary tools employed in pathology

and the common pre-analytical errors en-

ture Generations of Pathologists". The ses- countered in pathology. An exciting seg-

sion focused on the current landscape of pa- .
ment of the session revolved around exper-

thology residency and effective strategies to imental imaging techniques, particularly

attract and retain trainees, the potential highlighting the potential of multiplex imag-

role of social media in recruiting aspiring ing. The session culminated with four intri-

pridneioglieas, mne el fmels mnd - guing cases, showcasing the importance of

FUEES provlelel By [S5F 9 SLigEee i Morphological vs. Molecular focus on diag-

g Ele @Elsplrens e Wpeiing - nosis. It was indeed an honor and a pleas-

cirzitfons [ et off patnslogy), suriie) & ure to be part of this insightful session, and

pirorielng Ererecieny o e fire of G we extend our heartfelt appreciation to all

elizeripilie: the speakers and attendees for their active
participation. The robust engagement dur-

During the standalone session titled "The ing the Q&A session was inspiring, and the

S o Peiuelegyye [Memplelogien] v e positive feedback from participants further

lecular Focus on Diagnosis" we delved into - -
validated the session's success.
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"The M&Ms of Pathology: Morphological vs. Molecular
Focus on Diagnosis"

In retrospect, ECP Dublin not only offered
us amazing scientific content but was a op-
portunity to reconnect in person, and we
hope you were able to relish the vibrant city
of Dublin as much as we did. The impromptu
meetups during coffee breaks, in local pubs,
and the city's rich cultural offerings surely
left us with lasting memories. We extend
our sincere gratitude to the local organizing
committee, and all of you for your unwaver-
ing support and interest in our activities
during the 35th European Congress of Pa-
thology. We eagerly anticipate meeting you
all next year in Florence! Until then, please
feel free to reach out to us at esp.train-

eesubcommittee@esp-pathology.org with

any ideas or queries you may have.

Looking forward to our continued collabora-

tion and shared growth.

On behalf of ESP Trainee Subcommittee,
Dr. Alexandra Vilaia

Dr. Pui-Yuen Lee

ESP Interview Series
Topic: International Collaboration cancer
Reporting (ICCR)

Interviewee: Professor James Kench
MBBS, DMedSc, FRCPA, FFSc(RCPA), MIAC, IFCAP

Local Pathology Director | Royal Prince Alfred Hospital | NSW
Health Pathology

Clinical Professor | University of Sydney, Central Clinical
School

President | International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting

https://www.iccr-cancer.org/

Interviewer: Professor Marta C. Cohen

Marta: What is the role and what is the
relevance of the ICCR in Pathology?
James: Although structured protocols,
checklists, minimum datasets or synoptic
reports have been used for 2-3 decades for
cancer reporting, there were significant dif-
ferences for many years between the da-
tasets used in varying jurisdictions hamper-
ing multicentre and international research
projects, clinical trials and benchmarking.
The International Collaboration on Cancer
Reporting was founded in 2011, by the Col-
lege of American Pathologists, the Royal
College of Pathology (UK), the Royal College
of Pathology of Australasia, and the Cana-
dian Association of Pathologists/Canadian

Partnership Against Cancer with the aim of
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producing common, internationally agreed
upon, evidence-based datasets. The Euro-
pean Society of Pathology joined soon after
as the 5th Foundation member of the ICCR.

Marta: How has the ICCR design stand-
ardised and structured datasets?
James: The ICCR datasets incorporate
standard terminology, clear descriptions
and permitted responses for all the data el-
ements included. Many studies have shown
that a standardised structured approach to
pathology reporting improves the quality of
the data, and hence the quality of care for
cancer patients. Moreover, from a popula-
tion-level cancer control perspective, struc-
tured reporting facilitates cancer registra-
tion, research, quality initiatives, resource
planning and education. The ICCR datasets
provide the foundation for structured re-
porting protocols used locally or nationally
by various pathology societies and institu-
tions across the world.

Since the ICCR’s foundation, the initial ob-
jective of dataset development has been
supplemented by related goals, including
translation of datasets to facilitate adoption
and transformation of the datasets into
electronic (machine readable) formats to
aid implementation, transmission and anal-

ysis of data.

Marta: How does the ICCR link and
work jointly with the ESP (and other

national and international organisa-
tions)?

James: The ESP joined the ICCR in 2013 as
one of the Foundation members and has
been a key partner contributing to the work
of the ICCR. Numerous ESP pathologists
have been chairs and members of the Da-
taset Authoring Committees for various or-
gans and of the Dataset Steering Commit-
tee. ESP member organisations have pro-
vided invaluable advice and expertise in the
translation of several datasets into Euro-
pean languages over the years, including

Spanish, German, French and Portuguese.

The ICCR has grown from the initial 5 Foun-
dation members and now has 18 members
spanning Europe, North and South America,
Asia, Australasia and the Middle East. Other
key partners include the WHO IARC World
Classification of Tumours and UICC, ensur-
ing that ICCR datasets are aligned with the
latest tumour classification and staging sys-
tems. Several specialist pathology societies,
EORTC and the International Association of
Cancer Registries are also affiliated with the
ICCR.

Marta: How much has ICCR achieved
since its creation in 20117

James: The ICCR has published 57 cancer
datasets, including ones for the global top
10 most frequent solid tumours. There are
also 5 new datasets in development and an-

other 24 existing ones being updated. 21
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datasets have been translated into Spanish,
French and Portuguese and are available on
the ICCR website. The website has been ac-
cessed from 187 countries and 58 articles
discussing new datasets have been pub-

lished in peer-reviewed journals.

Marta: What are the main ICCR barri-
ers?

James: The number of datasets that can be
developed or revised at any one time is re-
stricted by the availability of ICCR project
managers, who provide essential logistic
support and guidance. The ICCR is run on a
limited budget, and we prioritise support for
datasets that are relevant to the latest WHO
Classification of Tumours Blue book up-
dates.

Our translation work is also limited by avail-
able resources. Translation costs for a new
dataset, depending on its complexity, can
run up to several thousand dollars/Euros if
an ISO accredited translation company is
used. Once translated, datasets need to un-
dergo careful quality assurance checking by
pathologists fluent in both English and the
language of the translation, which is a sub-
stantial amount of work for the pathologists
involved. The ICCR is very grateful for the
enormous amount of work voluntarily done
by pathologists from around the globe in

both dataset development and translation.

Marta: Is the application of ICCR da-
tasets benefiting LMIC pathologists
and the population?

James: The development and maintenance
of comprehensive up-to-date datasets and
structured cancer protocols represents a
workforce challenge for many countries with
fewer pathologists than North America or
Europe, so having evidence-based cancer
datasets written by experts in the field
freely available on the ICCR website re-
duces this burden and provides a valuable
resource for pathologists in low- and mid-
dle-income countries. Planning on further
translation work into multiple languages is
proceeding with the aim of increasing the
availability of the datasets to LMIC
pathologists. The accompanying ICCR da-
taset notes, which outline why each element
is important and how it should be assessed
and reported, also provide a useful educa-
tional resource. Finally, work is proceeding
on a web-based tool for electronic imple-
mentation of the ICCR datasets, with the
aim of supplying a low-cost solution that

would be readily available to LMICs.

Marta: Thank you, James, for this very in-
formative interview.
James: Thank you for the opportunity.
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Recently Published Books
By Prof. Falko Fend

Paediatric Tumours: WHO Classifica-
tion of Tumours, 5th Edition, Volume 7

Authors: The WHO Classification of Tu-
mours Editorial Board
ISBN - 9789283245100 (paperback) /

9789283245117 (e-book)
Publisher: International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC), Lyon, 2022

This newest addition to the WHO Blue Book
series is special in two concerns: It is cross-
sectional rather than focusing on an organ
system, and it is the first “blue book” to be
released in two volumes. This reflects the
fact that children are not just “little people”
and that the knowledge about pediatric tu-
mor pathology has increased immensely in
the last decades. Based on the structure of
the WHO books in the 5th Edition, the book
covers both malignant and benign tumors,
tumor-like lesions and inherited disorders
manifesting with tumors or tumor-like le-

sions. Chapters are structured identically

for better orientation with headings includ-
ing histopathology, diagnostic molecular
pathology, staging, and essential and desir-
able diagnostic criteria. More than 400 au-
thors across the world have contributed,
and more than 2.400 mostly excellent illus-
trations provide guidance for common, as
well as unusual diagnoses.

The cross-sectional approach taken for this
volume makes a lot of sense for pediatric
pathology, but also requires careful cross-
checking with chapters, which also appear
in other books. Otherwise, one risks to have
contradictions between books of the same
edition. Although this has achieved in most
chapters of the book, some small inconsist-
encies with other 5th Edition blue books are
noted. For example, low-grade fibromyxoid
sarcoma and sclerosing epithelioid sarcoma
appear in the same chapter in the Pediatric
Tumors and in separate chapters in the Soft
Tissue and Bone Tumor volume, although
the overlap between the entities is recog-
nized there as well. Furthermore, posttrans-
plant lymphomas still feature in this vol-
ume, but have been abolished in the up-
coming 5th edition of Hematolymphoid Tu-
mors, as based on the Leukemia paper
(Alaggio R. et al, Leukemia 2022). Despite
these minor issues, this book is a welcome
and excellent reference work and a great
addition to anyone’s library who is con-
fronted with pediatric tumors, either as

pathologist or clinician.
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Pediatric Nephropathology & Child-
hood Kidney Tumors

Edited by Helen Liapis

Cambridge University Press, 2023.
Online ISBN:9781108907224

There are a number of textbooks on nephro-
pathology on the market, covering different
aspects of kidney diseases. However, as we
know from medicine in general, children are
not just “little people”, so the presentation
of many diseases, including diseases of the
kidney, can vary between children and
adults. The same is true for differential di-
agnoses and the consequences of treat-
ment. Until now, a textbook on nephropa-
thology in children was missing. Paediatric
Nephropathology & Childhood Kidney Tu-
mors from the book series Diagnostic Pedi-
atric Pathology finally covers a range of con-
ditions and diseases, including abnormal
kidney development, glomerular and vascu-
lar diseases and transplant pathology. The
textbook contains 8 sections and over 100
high quality colour images. As the title an-
nounces, the pathology of childhood kidney
tumours is described in detail. Emphasis is
placed on integrating mechanisms of dis-
eases with pathology and therapeutic op-
tions, but it also contains information on an-
cillary testing, such as genetics (especially
important in pediatric kidney diseases).
Both clinicians and trainees can benefit from
summaries of key points that contain vital

information and fill knowledge gaps.

Upcoming Events
By Prof. Falko Fend

EScoP Courses and Masterclasses

EScoP course for Thyroid and Parathyroid
Pathology

15-17 November 2023

Krakow, Poland

EScoP course for Gynaecopathology
16-18 January 2024

Barcelona, Spain

(registrations will be announced soon)

Masterclass on Soft Tissue Pathology
26-27 January 2024
Brussels, Belgium

(registrations will be announced soon)

EScoP course for Autopsy and Cardiologic
Pathology

8-10 February 2024

Lisbon, Portugal

(registrations will be announced soon)

Selected Upcoming Pathology Confer-
ences

2023 SH/EA4HP Workshop

9-11 November 2023 Houston, Texas, USA
https://www.society-for-hematopathol-
ogy.org/2023/index.php

5th Annual Congress Liquid Biopsy
19-21 November 2023 Madrid, Spain
https://2023.islb.info/

Interventional Ultrasound for Pathologists
course

23-24 November 2023 Madrid, Spain
https://eventos.aymon.es/en/interventional-
ultrasound-for-pathologists-2023/



https://www.society-for-hematopathology.org/2023/index.php
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Perinatal Pathology Short Course and Joint CSHP-EA4HP-SH Workshop 2024
Workshop 13-14 April 2024 Hefei, China
Online, 7 December 2023 https://jw2024.tiemeeting.com/

Organised by the IAP Hungarian Division
and the Semmelweis Perinatal Diagnostic

and Research Centre European Association for Cancer Research
https://iaphd-conference.com/ (EACR) 2024
10-13 June 2024 Rotterdam, Netherlands
https://2024.eacr.org/

VIRCHOWSARCHIV 3’

-
European Journal of Pathology ‘Society of
Pathology

The official Journal of ESP &) Springer
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ESP Corporate Partnership Programme 2023

ESP gratefully acknowledges the support of the following corporate partners:

Platinum Partners

(J Daiichi-Sankyo |~ AstraZeneca { Roche )

Gold Partners

AMGEN Janssenj' ) NOVARTIS

Silver Partners
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https://diagnostics.roche.com/global/en/about/roche-tissue-diagnostics.html
https://www.amgen.eu/
https://www.janssen.com/
http://www.novartis.com/
http://www.lilly.com/
https://www.gskoncologypipeline.com/
https://www.incyte.com/
https://www.msd.com/
https://www.daiichi-sankyo.eu/
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International Pathology Day 2023

Dia Internacional da Anatomia Patolgica

International Pathology Day
08 de Novembrao de 2023
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36" European Congress
of Pathology

Multidimensional Pathology —
Cornerstone of modern diagnostics

7-11 September 2024
Fortezza da Basso, Florence, Italy

WWW.esp-congress.org Save

the date


https://www.esp-congress.org/_Resources/Persistent/3f3d419fb8468c6ea4142390779f837a168ed8fa/ECP2024_1st-Announcement.pdf

